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| Sg r 1 a 
The 1 In ortance of well underſtanding the aun, 
ST. 7 122 Ven. | 


F 782 E E ee ordain'd by e the 
Night before he ſuffered, which St. Paul 


＋ calls the LORD SUPPER, is without 
Nail doubt one of the greateſt Myſteries of 
Godlineſs, and the moſt ſolemn Feaſt of. 


the Chriſtian Religion. At the Holy table the People 


meet to-worſhip Gop, and\God is preſent, to meet and 


bleſs his People. Here we are in a ſpecial Manner invited 
o offer up to Gop our Souls; our Bodies, and whatever 


ve can give: And Gop offers to us the Body and Blood 


of his Sox, and all the other Bleſſings which we have 


Need to receive. So that the Holy Sacrament, like 
the antient Paſſover, is a great Myſtery, a both 
of Sacrament and Sacrifice; that is, of the Re 
Sererce. which the People owe to'Gop, and of the full 
OR which Gor; hath promiſed to his People. 
How careful then ſhould every. Chriſtian. be to 
andeſtad, what ſo nearly concerns both his 1 


4 is | A :2 and 


igious 


Te} 


| and Ne Duty! It was on this Account that the Devil 
from the very Beginning, has been ſo buſy about this 
Sacrament; driving Men either to make it a 4% Cod, 


or an N 8o much the more, let all whol 


Piety towards Gop, or any Care of their 
=> Souls, ſo manage their Devotions, as to avoid 
Superſtition on the one Hand, and krofaneſt on the 
o. 


e 
» the Sacrament, ar it is a Memorial 
of the ee, and Death of CHRIST, 


Concer 


3 HE Corman $ Supper was chiefly ordained for a 


1. To rereſext the Sufferings of 


calf Ka are 2 whereof it is a Memorial. 2. 
To convey the firſt Fruits of theſe Sufferings, in Pre/n 
Graces, whereof it is a Means; and 3. To ure vs of 
any to come, whereof it is an anfalliable P, 

As this Sacrament looks back, it is, a Menurial 
which our .Loktp hath left in his Church, of what he 

leaſed to ſuffer for her. For tho' theſe Sufferings 
of k is were both ſo dreadful and Holy, as to make 
Heavens mourn, the Earth quake, and all l 
Vet becauſe the greateſt Things are apt to be forgotten 
When they are gone, therefore he was pleaſed at his Laſt 
Supper, to ordain this, as a Holy Memorial and Repre- 
ſentation of what he was then about to ſuffer. So that 
when Chriſtian Poſterity (like the young Maaeliles who 
had not ſeen the killing of the Firſt Paſſover) ſhould come 
toaſk after the Meaning of the Bread broken, the ine 
pour d out, and the Partating of both: 'ThisHoly Myl-, 
tery might ſer forth both the Martyrdom and the Sacrifice 
of this cracified Saviour; giving up his Fi, ſhedding 
his Bhod, oa, ton by out his very Soul, io atone. for 
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3. Therefore, as at the Paſſover, the late Jews 
could ſay, This is the Lamb, theſe are the Herbs our Fathers 
dideat in Egypt; becauſe theſe latterFeaſtsdid ſo effectually 
repreſent the former: So at our Holy Communion, 
which ſets before our Eyes CHRIST our Paſſover who is 
ſacrificed for us; our Saviour, ſays St. Auſtin, doubted 


not to ſay, This is my Body, when he gave the Diſciples the | 
Figure of ins Body: Eſpecially becauſe this Sacrament 


duly received, makes the Thing which it repreſents, as 
really preſent for our Uſe, as if it were newly done. 
Eating this Bread, and drinking this Cup, ye do ſpew forth 
the LoRD's Death. | 

4. And ſurely, it is no common Regard we ought to 
haye for theſe Venerable Repreſentations, which Gop 
himſelf hath ſet up in and ſor his Church. For theſe 


are far more than an Ordinary Figure. All Sorts of 


Signs and Monuments are more or leſs venerable, accord- 
ing to the Things which they repreſent. And theſe, 
beſides their ordinary Uſe, bear as it were on their 
Face the glorious Character of their Divine Appointment, 
and the expreſs Deſign that Gop hath to revive thereby, 
and to. expoſe to all our Senſes, his Sufferings, as if 
they were preſent now. _ 3 | 

5. Ovght not then one who looks on theſe Ordinances, 
and conſiders. the Great and dreadful Paſſages which 


they ſet before him, to ſay in his Heart, I obſerve on 


this Altar ſomewhat very like the Sacrifice of my Savi- 
our? For thus the Bread of Life was broken; thus the 
Lamb of Gop was lain, and his Blood ſhed. And when 
I look on the Miniſter, who by ſpecial Order from Gov, 
viſtributes this Bread and this Wine, I conceive, That 


thus Gop himſelf hath both given his Son to die, and 


gives us ſtill the Virtue of his Death. 5 

6. Ouzghthe not alſo to reverence and adore, when 
he looks toward that Good Hand, which has appointed 
for the Uſe of the Church, the. Memorial of thele great 


Things? As the Maelites, whenever they ſaw the Cloud 
on the Temple, which God had hollow'd to be the 


dign of his Preſence, preſently uſed to throw themſelves 
on their Faces, not to worſhip the Cloud, but Gon: 


BJ : 80 
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So whenever I ſee theſe better Signs of the Glorious 
Mercies of Gov, I will not fail both to remember my 
Lory who appointed them, and to worſhip him whom 
they repreſent. 5, Et 

7. To compleat this Worſhip, let us exerciſe ſuch a 
Faith, as may anſwer the great end of this Sacrament. 
The main Intention of CHRIST herein, was not, the 
bare Remembrance of his Paſſion; but over and above, to 
invite us to his Sacrifice, not as done and gone many 
Years fince, but, as to Grace and Mercy {till laiting, 


fill »eww, ſtill the ſame as when it was firſt offered for us.“ 


The Sacrifice of ChRIS H being appointed by the Father 
for a Propitiation that ſhould continue to all ages; and 
withall being Everlaſting by the Privilege of its own 
Oraer, which is an unehangeable Prieſihood, and by his 
Worth who offer'd it, that is, the bleſſed Son of Gov, 
and by the Power of the Eternal Spirit, thro' whom it 
was offer'd: It muſt in all reſpects ſtand Eternal, the 
ſame Yeſterday, To day and for ever. 


8. Here then Faith muſt be as true a Sub/ence off 


thoſe Things paſt which we believe, as it is of the 
Things yet to come, which we hope for: By the help © 
which, the Beleiver being proſtrate at the Loxp's Table, 
as at the very Foot of his Croſs, ſhould with earneft 
Sorrow confefs and lament all his Sins, which were the 
Nails and Spears that pierced his Saviour. We ourſelves 
have crucified that ff One. 
ave do? Let us fall amaz'd at that Stroke of Divine Jul 
tice, that could not be ſatisfied but by the Death of Gov! 
How dreadful is this Place! How deep and holy is thi! 
Myſtery! What Thanks ſhould we pay for thoſe in 
conceivable Mercies of Gop the Father, who fo gave 
up his only Son! And for the Mercies of Gob the Son 
who thus gave Himſelf up for us! | 
5 My Loxp and my Gov, I behold in this Bread 
made of Corn that was cut down, beaten, ground anc 
| bruiſed by Men, all the heavy Blows and Pains; whuc! 
thou didſt ſuffer from thy Murderers. I behold in thi 
Bread dried up and baked with Fire, the fiery Wrat 
which thou didſt ſuffer from above! My Gop, my oY 
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Iyhy haſt thou forſaken him? The Violence of Wicked 
Men firſt hath made him a Martyr; then the Fire of 
Heaven hath made him a Burn?-ſacrifice. And lo, he is 
become to me the Bread of Life ! | | 

Let us go then to take and eat it. For tho' the In · 
ſtruments that bruiſed him be broken, and the Flames 
that burnt him be put out, yet this Bread continues 
new. The Spears and Swords that flew, and the 
Burnings that compleated the Sacrifice, are many Years 
ſince ſcattered and fpent. But the ſweet Smell 
of the Offering ſtill remains, the Blood is ſtill 

warm, the Wounds ftill freſh, and he Lamb Rill 


its Strength. But Thou, O Eternal Victim, offered up 


ſame. And as thy Years ſhall not fail, ſo they ſhall 
never abate any Thing of thy ſaving Strength and 
Mercy. O help me, that they abate nothing of my 
Faith! Help me to grieve for my Sins and thy Pains 


follow thee now, when this Bread is broken at this Ta- 
ble, as the Hearts of thy diſciples did, when thou 
didſt break it in Emmaus. O Rock of Hal, Rock of 
Salvation, Rock ſtruck and cleft for me, let thoſe two 
Streams of Blood and Water which once guſhed out of 
thy Side, bring down Pardon and Holineſs into my Soul. 
And let me thirſt after them now, as if a ſtood upon the 
Mountain whence ſprung this Water; and near the 
C of that Rock, the Wounds of my LorD, whence 
guſhed this ſacred Blood. All the diſtance of Time and 
Countries between Adam and me, doth not keep his 
Sin and Puniſhment from reaching me any more than if 
I had been born in his Houſe.” Adam deſcended from 
above, let thy Blood reach as far, and come as freely 
to fave and ſanctify me, as the Blood of my firſt Father 
did, both to deſtroy and to defile me. Bleſſed Jzsv, 
ſtrengthen my Faith, prepare my Heart, and then bleſs 
thine Ordinance. If I but touch, as I ought, the Hem 
of thy Garment, the Garment of thy Paſſion; Virtue 
vi will proceed out of thee; it ſhall be done according to 
h my Faith, and wy poor Soul ſhall be made whole e 

CIO ECT, 


flanding as ſlain. Any other Sacrifice by Time may loſe 


to Gop through the Eternal Spirit, remaineſt always the 


as they did who faw thee ſuffer, Let my Heart burn to 
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Concerning the Sacrament, as it is a Sign of 
preſent Graces. 


1. A S. to: the Preſent Graces that attend the Due Uſ: 
of this Sacrament, it is firſt a Figure whereby 
Gop repreſents. 
PPT. tos dhe, | | 
Firſt, It is a Figure or Sign thereof. It is the ordinary 
Way of Gop, when He either promiſes or beſtows on 
Men any Conſiderable Blefling to confirm his ord and 
his Git, with the Addition of ſome Sign. So the Purn. 
ing Buſo was a Sign to Maſes, and the Cloud that went 
with them, to the Maelites. And in like Manner hath 
CurrsT ordained outward Viſible Signs of his Inward 
and Spiritual Grace to aſſure every one who believes, 
that he ſhall be cleanſed from his Sins, as certainly as he 
ſees that Vater, and that he ſhall be fed with the Grace 
of Gop, as certainly as he feeds on the Bread and I ine. 
2. And as Water was fitly choſen for the Outward 
Sign in Baptiſm, Becauſe of the Virtue it hath to cleanſe 
and , purify : So were Bread and Wine fitly choſen for 
the Ovtward Signs, of what iz repreſented in the Lorv's 
Supper; vix. Fall, The Sufferings of CHRIST, and 2. 
The Blefling which we receive thereby. Firſt, The 
Sufferings of CHRIST. This Bread and Wine do not 
ſultain me, till the one has been cut down, ground and 
baked with Fire, and the other preſſed and trodden un- 
der Foot. Nor did the Son of Gop ſave me, but by 


2. An In/irument whereby he conveys 


being bruiſed, and preſt and conſumed, as it were, by | 


the Fire of Gop's Wrath. As the beſt Corn is not 
Bread while it ſtands in the Field: So neither could 
Ixs vs living, teaching, working Miracles, be the Bread 
of Life: It muſt be Jxsus ſuffering, JIEsus crucified, 
Jzsus dying, Nothing leſs than the Croſs, than Wounds 
aud Death, my Logo, my God! could of thy dearett 


Son make My Saviour. 3. This 
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3. This Sacrament, ſecondly, repreſents the Bleſ- 
ings which we receive by his Paſſion, Now as with- 
out Bread and Wine, or ſomething anſwerable to it, the 
ſtrongeſt Bodies ſoon decay, ſo without the Virtue of the 
Body and Blood of CHR Is r, the holieſt Souls maſt ſoon 
periſh, And as Bread and Wine keep up our Natural Life,ſo 
doth our-Lozp Jes us, by a continual Supply of Strength 
and Grace, repreſented by Bread and Wine, ſuſtain that 
Spiritual Life which he hath procured by his Croſs. 
4. The firſt Breath of Spiritual Life in our Noſtrils, is 
the firſt Purchaſe of Cxr1sT's Blood. But alaſs! how 
ſoon would this firſt Life yaniſh away, were it not follow - 
ed and ſupported by a ſecond ? Therefore the Sacrifice 
ry Wl of Cyr procures alſo Grace, to renew and preſerve 
on the Life He hath given. As the Blood which He ſhed, 
nd fatisfied the Divine Juſtice, and removed our Puniſhment, 
u- fo the Water waſhes and cleanſes the Pardoned Soul; and 
cnt both theſe: Bleſſings are inſeparable ; even as the Blood 
ach WM and the Water were, which flowed together out of hizSide, 
rd 5. There remains yet another Like, Which is an ahſo- 
es, Wl late. Redemption from Death and our Miſeries. This, 
he Wl as to the Right of it, is together with the other, por 
ic: I chaſed by the ſame, Sacrifice; But as to the Poſſeſſion, 
ie, i is reſerved for us inHeayen, till Cyx1sT become our 
rd Bf full and. final Redemption. Now the Giver of theſe 
aſe Wl Lives, is the Preſerver of them too; and to this End, 
or Ke ſets up a Table by his Altar, where He engages to 
» 5 Wl feedour Soule, with the conſtant Supply of his Mercies, as 
2. Wally He feeds our Bodies, with this Bread and Wine. In 
1c Wl the Deliverance from Agypt, here it a People ſaved by the 
ot Wl Sacrifice of the Paſſover; and leaſt they ſhould die in the 
nd Wl Wilderneſs, there you ſee an Angel leading them with 
n. tis Light, keeping them cool under the Shadow of his 
b Wl Cloud,. and feeding them with Manna.  Jzsus is the 
Truth foreſhewed by theſe Figures. He was the true 
ot Paſſover, when he died upon the Croſs. And He feeds 


from Heaven by continual pouring out his Bleſſings, the 
id WW Souls He redeemed by pouring out his Blood. 

d, 6. Thus the Sacrament alone repreſents at once, 
0 both what our Lox» ſuffered, and What He full mo 
| * N | or 
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for us. What we take and eat, is made of a Subſance, 
cut, bruiſed and put to the Fire; That ſhewe my Savi- 
ours Paſſion : And it was uſed thus, that it might af- 
ford me Food; That ſhews the Benefit I receive from 
his Paſſion. _ In the Sacrament are repreſented both 
Life and Death; the Life is mine; the Death is my da- 
viour's. O bleiſed Jzsvs, my Life comes out of thy 
Death; and the Salvation Which T hope for, is purcha- 
ſed with all the Pain and Agonies, which Thou didit ſuffer. 
7. Author of my Salvation, beſtow on me theſe two 
Bleſſings, which this Sacrament ſhews together, Mercy 
and Strength to keep Mercy. © Hoſannah, O Son of Da. 
vid, ſave and preſerve! Save me that I may not fall by 
the Hand of the Deſtroyer; and preſerve me, that aſter 
this Salvation I may not fall by my own Hand: But ſet 
forward in me, notwithſtanding all my Sins, the Work 
of thy faithful Mercies. Let me not increaſe my Guilt, 
by abufing what thou gaveſt. My Saviour, my preſer- 
ver, give me always what Thou giveſt once. Create 
in me a new Heart; but keep what Thou createſt, and 
increaſe more and more what Thou planteſt. O Son of 
Gop, feed this tender Branch, Which without Thee 
cannot but wither; and ſtrengthen Thou'a broken Reed, 
which without Thee cannot but fall. Father of ever- 
laſting Compaſſions, forſake not in the Wilderneſs a fce- 
dle Maelite, whom Thou haſt brought a little Way out 
of Egypt; and let not a poor Soul whom Thou haſt helped 
a- while, eyer faint and fall from the right Way. Thou 
art as able to perfect me-w ith the Bleffings out of thy 
Throne, as to fedeem me by the Saetifice on thy Croſs, 
O Thou who art the Truth of what Thou biddeſt me 
take, perform in me what thou doſt ſhew. Give me 
Eternal Life by thoſe thy Sufferings; for here is the 
Body broken : Give alſo Strength and Nouriſhment {ſor 
this Life; For here is the Bread of Heaven, 
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a. Concerning the Sacrament,” as it is a Means of 
TCT F Opoiasn re Dk __ 
: | a enn e To x RT 
cr. . IF Itherto we have conſidered, this Holy Sacrament 
wo 14 both as a Memorial, of the Death of Cuzisr, 


and a Sign of thoſe Graces wherewith He ſuſtains and 
04. nouriſhes believing Souls, But this is not all: For 
by both the End of the Holy Communion, the Wants and 
Deſires of thoſe Who receive it, and the Strength of o- 
let Wl ther Places of Scripture, require, that much more be con- 
rk Wl tained therein, than a bare Memorial or Repreſentation. 
lt, 1. The End of the Holy Communion, which is to make 
er- us Partakers of Chriſt in another Manner, than when 
ate we only hear his Word; 2 The wants and Deſires of 
ind BY thoſe who receive it; who ſeek not a bare Repreſentati- 
: of or or Remembrance, I want and ſeek my Saviour Him- 
hee Wl ſelf, and I haſte to this Sacrament for the ſame Purpoſe, 
ed, Wl that St. Peter and John. hafted to his ſepulchre ; becauſe 
er- | hope to find him there. 3. The None of other 
ſee · WH Places in Scripture, which allow it a far greater Virtue 
out Bl than that ſo repreſenting only. The Cup of Bleſſing which 
red ¶ we 6ʃ%%, 7 it not the Communion of the Blood of CHRIST! 
bon A Means of communicating the Blood there repreſented 
thy and remembred, to every believing Soul! | 
ols, 2. And that it doth convey Grace and Bleſfſing to 
me I the true Believer, is evident from its conveying 4 Gurte 
me to the Profane. I hoſoever eateth unworthily, ſaith St. 
the WH Paul, eateth Damnation to 45 5000 And how can we think, 
ſor W that it is thus really Hurtful when abuſed ; but not real- 
ly Blisful in its right Uſe; or that this Bread ſhould be 
Hectual, to procure Death, but not efefual, to procure 
Salvation; Gon forbid that the Body of CHRIsT, who 
T. ¶ eame to ſave, not to.deſtroy, ſhould not ſhed as much 
of its Sawrour of 7 to the Devout Soul, as it doth of 
its Saviour of Death to the Wicked and Impenitent. 


a 


3.1 
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. 
3. Leome then 0 God's Altar with a full Perſuaſion, 
that theſe Words; This Is my Boty, pfomiſe me more than 
a Figure; That this Holy Banquet is not a bare Mey. 
rial only, but may actually cohvty ab many Bleflings to 
N brings Carſes, on the FProfane Receiver. In. 
deed in what manner this is done, I know not; it is e- 
 naugh for me to admire.” O Thing 1 know (as ſaid the 
| Bled Man of our LORD) be /aid Clay upon mine Eyes, 
and Bahold I fre. He hath bleſſed and given me this 
Bread, ant! my Soul received Comfort. I know that 
Clay hath nothing in itſelf, which could have wrought 
wer a ide: Arid T Know that this Brad bath no 
thing in itſelf, which" can impart Grace, Holineſs and 
Salvation. But I know alfo, that it is the Ordinary 
Way of G 0 D, to produce his greateſt Works, at the 
Preſence (tho not by the Power) of the moſt uſeleſs In- 
ſtruments. At the very Stroke of a Rod, he divided 
the Sea. At the Blowing ſome Trumpets, He thre 
down ſome maſſy Walls. At the waſhing, in Jordan, 
he cured Naaman of a Plague, that was naturally incu- 
rabte. And when but a Shadow went by, or ſome Oi 
Was dropp'd, or Cloaths were touch'd by thoſe that were 
fick, pieſently Virtue abent out, not of Rods, or Trum 
pets, or Shadows, or Cloaths. but of Himſelf, 
4. It was the Right-hand of the Loxy, which ot 
old Time brought theſe mighty Things to paſs, either 
when the Red Sea opened a way for 1/7ae/ to march, ot 
When the Rock pour d out Rivers to 'fefreſh them. Ane 
ſo now it is CuKIs T Himſelf, with his Body and Blood 
once offered to Gop upon the Croſs, and ever fince 
ſtanding before him as flain, who fills his Church wi 
the Perfumes of his Sacrifice, whence faithful Commu 
nic ants return home, with the Firſt Fruits of Salvation 
Bread and Wine can contribute n> more to it, than the 
Rod of et, or the Oil of the Apoſtles. But yet 
fince it pleaſeth CuRkIs TT to work thereby, O my Go» 
whenſoever Thou ſhalt bid me, go a in Jordan, 
will go; and will no more dpubt of being made clear 
from wy Sins, than if Thad bath'd in thy Blood. Ane 
when thou ſay'ſt, Go, tale and tat His Bread which cy 
I | y 
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bleſſed, I will doubt no more of being ſed with the 
Bread of Life, than if 1 were eating thy very Fleſh. 
F. This Victim having been offered up in the Ful- 


neſs of Times, and in the midſt of the World, which 


is Cur1sT's Great Temple, and having been thence 


carried up to Heaven, which is his Sanctuary; from 


thence ſpreads Salvation allaround, as the burnt-offering 


did its Smoke. And thus his Body and Blood have 


every where, but eſpecially at this Sacrament, a True 
and Real Preſengce. When he offered himſelf upon 
Earth the Vapour of his Atonement went up and dark- 
ned the very 0 

clearly ſhew'd he had made a Way into Heaven. And 
ſince he is gone up, he ſends down to Earth the Graces 
that ſpring continually both from his everlaſting Sacri- 
flee and from the continual Interceſſion that attends it. 
So that we need not ſay, I h will go ip into Heaven? 
Since without either aſcending or deſcending this ſacred 
Body of Jesvs, fills with Attonement, and Bleſſing the 
remotelt Parts of this Temple. | 

6. Of theſe Bleſſings CHRIS from above is pleaſed 
to beſtow ſometimes more, ſometimes lefs, in the ſeve- 
ral Ordinances of his Church, which as the Stars in 
Heaven, differ from each other in Glory, Faſting; Pray- 
er, Hearing, his Word, are all good Veſſels, to draw Wa- 
ter from this Well of Salvation, Bur they are not all 
equal. Tne Holy Communion when well uſed, ex- 


ceeds as much in Blefling, as it exceeds in danger of a 


Curſe when wickedly and irreverently taken. 


7. This great and holy Myſtery communicates to us, 


the Death of our bleſſed Lox pb, both as offering bimfelf 
to Gop, and as giving himſelf to Man. As He offered 


himſelf to Gov, it enters me into that Myſtical Body for 


which he died, and which is dead with CHRIST: Yea, 
it ſets me on the very Shoulders of that Eternal Prieſt, 


while he offers up Himfelf and interceeds for his Spiritu- | 


al Hrael. And by this Means it conveys to me the 
Communion of his Sufferings, which leads to a Communioa 
in all his Graces and Glories. As he offers himſelf to 
Mar, the Holy Sacrament wy after the Sacrifice for Sin, 
8 | the 


n: And by rending the Great Veil, it 
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the true Sacrifice of Peace-offerings, and the Tab: pur. 
poſly ſet, to receive thoſe Mercies that are ſent down 
from his Altar, Take and eat; this is my Body which aua, 
broken fo you, And this is my Blood awhich was ſhed for you, 
8. Here then wait at the Lozy's Table, which both 
/oows me what an Apoſtle, who had Heaven for his 
School, had the greateſt Mind to ſee and learn, and /. 
fers me the richeit Gift which a Saint can receive on 
Earth, the Lox D Jzsvs crucified. 
Amen, my Loxp and my Gop ! Give me all which 

thou ſheweſt, and grant that I may faithfully keep all 
'Thou giveſt. Bleſs thine Ordinance, and make it an 
Efteftual Means of thy Grace: Then bleſs and ſanctify 
my Heart alſo, O my Father, here I offer up to Thee 
my Soul; and thou offereſt to me thy Son. What I | 
offer is indeed an unclean Habitation to receive the Ho. 
' by one of Ifael. Come in nevertheleſs thou Eternal 
Prieſt; but cleanſe thy Houſe at thy coming. I am a 
poor, ſinful, loſt Creature; but ſuch as I am, ſinful and 
Joſt, I wait for thy Salvation. Come in, O Lon b, with 
thy Salvation to a dying Man and make me whole, to 
a Sinner bound Hand and Foot, and releaſe me, Come, 
as thou didſt to the Publican. Oh] let his Day Salva- 
tion come to this Houſe, 


k b dk dd d dh 


8 e r. V. 
Concerning the Sacrament, as it aPledge of Future 
En) Glory. © 


I, APLEpes and an EarNEsT differ in this, That an 
Earneft may be allow'd upon Account, for part of 

that Payment which is promiſed, whereas Pledges are 
taken back. Thus for Example, Zeal, Love, and thoſe 
Degrees of Holineſs, which God beſtows in the Uſe of 
his Sacraments, will remain with us when we are in 
Heaven, and there make part of our Happineſs, = 
Y the 


4 


1 

the Sacraments themſelves ſhall be taken back and ſhal! 
no more appear in Heaven than did the Cloudy Pillar 
Figures of CHRIST, when we {= him Face to Face: or 
of theſe Pledges of that Glory to be revealed, when we 
ſhall actually poſſeſs it. But till this Day, the Holy Sa 
crament hath that 'Third Uſe, of being a Pledge from the 
LokD that he will give us that Glory. 

2. Our Lord pointed at this, when he ſaid to his 
Diſciples, the holy Cup being in his Hand, That he 
would drink no more of that Fruit, till he ſhould drink it 
new in the Kingdom of his Father. In the Purpoſe of 
Gop, his Church and Heaven go both together: That 


being the Way that leads to this, as the Holy Place to 


the Holieſt; both which are implied in what CurisT 
calls the Kingdom of Gov. Whofoever therefore are ad- 


mitted to this Dinner of the Lamb, unleſs they be want 
ing to themſelves, need not doubt of being admitted 
to the Marriage Supper of Him, who was dead, but now 


liveth for ever more. 


3. Our Saviour hath given us by his Death Three 


- Kinds of Life; and he promiſes to nouriſh us in every 


one of them, by theſe Tokens of Bread and Wine, 
which he hath made his Sacrament. Two of theſe are 
already nouriſhed hereby ; but the third we are not yet 
come to. This 1s that eternal Life, which we are as 
yet too Vile Veſſels. We are now neither of Age to 
enjoy our Inheritance, nor able to bear the Weight of 
eternal Glory. And therefore it lies for us in his Hands 
But we know in whom we have believed, and are perfwaded 
he is able to keep that ſafe which we have commited unto hin 
againſt that Day. By Faith we depoſite or lay down 
this great Treaſure, in the Hands of Gop to keep. And: 


Gop by this Sacrament aſſures vs, both that he will 


keep it ſafe, and will reſtore it to us when we are meet. 
for it. | 
and indeed they all aim at the ſame Glory, The Firſt is, 
To ſet out as new and freſh the Holy Sufferings, which, 
purchaſed our Title to 1 Happineſs: The Second 
| 2 is 


in Canaan. We ſhall have no Need of theſe Sacred 


iu Third Uſe is the Crown of the other T. 
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fs, both to repreſent and to convey to our Souls, all ne. 
ceflary Graces to qualify us for it: And the Third is to 
aſſure us, that when we are qualified for it, Gov will 
faithfully render to us the Purchaſe. And theſe three 
make up the proper Senſe of thoſe Words, Take eat; 
this is my Body. For the conſecrated Bread doth not 
only repreſent his Body, and bring the Virtue of it in: o 
our Souls on Earth; but as to our Happineſs in Hca. 

ven bought with that Price, it is the moſt ſolemn In- 
ſtrument to aſſure our Title to it. LY 

5- Our bleſſed Lord being deſirous before his Death, 
as by a Deed of his laſt will, to ſettle on his Diſciples 
both ſuch a Meaſure of Grace in this Life, as might now 
make them Holy; and after this Life, ſuch a fulneſs of 
Bleſſings as might make 4 40 eternally Happy: He de- 
livers into our Hands, by way of Inftrument and Convey- 
ance, the bleſſed Sacrament of his Body and Blood: In the 


ſame manner as Kings uſe to. beſtow Dignities, by the 


| beſtowing of a Sta or a Sword; and as Fathers beſtow 
Eſtates on their Children, by giving them ſome few 
Writings. - | | | 
6. The Reaſon of allthis is, The Giver cannot put in- 
to his Friend's Hand, Houſes and Lands, becaule they 
are of an immoveable Nature. And therefore this muſt 
be ſupplied by ſome Forms or Tokens, by which his 
Deſign may be ſufficiently made known. Now CHRIST 
and his Eſtate, his Happineſs and his Glory, his Eterni- 
ty and his Heaven, are not things that may be moved 
more eaſily than the Mountains on Earth. And there- 
fore theſe can be no otherwiie made over, than great 
immoveable Eſtates are, Wherefore as the Kingdom of 
Iſrael was once made over to David, with the Oil that 
Samuel pour'd upon his Head; So the Body and Blood of 
IsEsus is in ull Value, and Heaven with allits Glory, in ſure 
Title made over to True Chriſtians by that Bread ard 
Wine which they receive in the Holy Communion : The 
Miniſter of Cyzx1sT having as much Power from his 
Ow for doing this, as any Prophet ever had for what 
e did, EE 
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7. O Loy Jesv who haſt ordained theſe Myſteries. 


for a Communion of thy Body, a Means of thy Grace 


and a Pledge of thy Glory, Settle me hereby in the 


Communion of thy Sufferings which they. few forth , 
feed me with that living Bread which they preſent, and 


ſanctify me in Body and Spirit for that Eternal Happi - 
neſs which they promiſe. 


Eternal Prieſt, who art gone up on high; to receive 


Gifts for Men, fill my Heart, I beſeech. Thee, with 
Bleſſings out of thy Holy Seat, as now thou filleſt my 
Mouth with the Holy Things of thy Church. O that 
in the Strength of this Meat, I may walk my forty Days, 
till I come to that Holy Mountain, where without the 
Help of any Bread or outward Sign, I fhall ſee m 


Cop face to face. Bleſſed Spirit, help me to drink ſo 
worthily of this Fruit of the Vine, that I may drink it 


new in the Kingdom of my Father! 


SPSS SPSRSESRNNN 
S. x of ©. VI. 


Concerning the Sacrament, as it is a Sacrifice 
And firſt, of the Commemorative Sacrifice. 


1. Tear never was on Earth a True Religion, with - 
out ſome Kind of Sacrifices. And the Heathens 
who caſt this Slander on the Chriſtian Church, did it for 


no better Reaſon than this becauſe they ſaw neither Al- 


tars ſet up, nor Beaſts ſlain or burnt among them. Even 


as they accuſed the Jews of adoring nothing but Clouds, 


becauſe they had no Gods of Stone or Silver. Where- 
as in Truth as what was Stone or Silver, could not be 2 
Gon; ſo neither could che bare Slaughter of Beaſts, be 
a real Sacrifice, None of theſe Sacrifices could ever 
take away Sin, but in Dependence on that of Ixs us 
CurisT. And no Sacrifice under the Law could re- 
preſent our Service to God, ſo fully as it is done under 


the Goſpel, The Holy Communion alone b rings 


together theſe two great Ends, Atonement of Sins, 
nm > 8. and 
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' being both of an infinite Value, to ſatis 
vere Juſtice, and of an infinite Virtue, to produce al) 
Its Effects at once, need never more be repeated. This 


to ſtri 
terious Rock, which to ſtrike once had been enough, 


E 
and acceptable Duty to Gos, of which all the Sacrifice; 
of old, were no more than weak Shadows. As ſor the 
Atonement of Sin, 'tis ſure the Sacrifice of Cux IST a- 
lone was ſufficient for it: And that this yo Sacrifice, 


y the moſt ſe. 


1 was the Want of Faith in Moſes; (Numb. xx. 12.) 
e a Second time, and without Order, that Myſ- 


For this Second Blow could only proceed from a faith. 


leſs Miſtruſt, as if the Firſt, which alone was enjoin'd 
- cou'd not ſuffice. But it were a much greater Offence 
| _ the Blood of CHRIST, to — its infinite 


orth. The Offering of it therefore muſt needs be 


one only; and the. repeating thereof, utterly ſuper- 


fluous. | 1 

Nevertheleſs this Sacrifice, which by a val Oblation 
was not to be offered more than once, is by a Devout 
and thankful Commemoration, to be offered up every 


Day. This is what the Apoſtle calls, To /et forth theDeath 


gf the Lord; To ſet it forth as well before the Eyes 
of Gop his Father, as before the Eyes of Men: And 
what St. Auſtin explained, when he ſaid, that the Holy 
Fleſh of Jrsus was offered in three Manners ; By pre. 


Hguring Sacrifices under the Law before his Coming into 
the World, in real Deed upon his Croſs, and by a Com- 


memorative Sacrament after he aſcended into Heaven. 
All cemes to this, 1. That the Sacrifice in itſelf, can 
never be repeated ; 2. The nevertheleſs, this Sacra- 
ment, by our Remembrance, becomes a kind of Sacr:- 


fice, whereby we preſent before Gop the Father, that 
precious Oblation of his Son once offer'd. And thus 


do we wy day offer unto Gop, the meritorious 
Sufferings of our LokD, as the only ſure Ground where- 


on Gop may give, and we obtain the Bleſſings we pray 
for. Now there is no Ordinance er Myſtery, that is ſo 
bleſſed an Inſtrument to reach this everlaſting Sacrifice, 
and to ſet it ſolemnly forth before the Eyes of Gov, as 
the Holy Communion is. To Men it is a AT 

| | f whele 
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where God's Miniſter is order'd to repreſent from Gop 
his Maſter, the Paſſion of his dear Son, as {till freſh, and 
{ill powerful for their Eternal Salvation. And z Gop 


it is an Altar, whereon Men myſtically preſent to Him, 


the ſame Sacrifice, as ſtill bleeding and ſuing for Mercy, 
And becauſe it is the High Prieſt himſelf, the True a- 
nointed of the LoxD, who hath ſet up both this Table 
and the Altar, for the Communication of his Body and 


Blood to Men, and for the Repreſentation of both to 
'Gop ; it cannot be doubted but that the one is moſt 


profitable to the penitent inner, and the other moſt ac- 
ceptable to his gracious Father, 


3. The People of Jae! in worſhiping, ever turn'd 


their Eyes and their Hearts, toward that Sacrifice, the 
Blood whereof the High Prieſt was to carry into the 
Sanctuary. So let us ever turn our Eyes and our Hearts, 
towards J Es us our eternal High Prieſt, who is gone up 
into the true Sanctuary, and doth there continually pre- 
ſent both his own Body and Blood before Gon, and 
(as Aaron did) all the True {frae! o Cop in a 
Memorial, In the mean Time, We beneath in the Church, 
preſent to Gop his Body and Blood in a Memorial, that 


under this Shadow of his Croſs, and Figure of his Sa- 


crifice we may preſent ourſelves in very Deed before 


him. _ 


4. O Loxy, who ſeeſt nothing in me, that is trul 
mine, but finful Duſt and Aſhes, look upon the Sacri- 
fice of thy dear Son, once offcred for my Sins. Turn 
thine Eyes, O merciful Father, to the Satisfaction and 
Interceſſion of my Loxp, who now fits at thy right 
Hand; to the Seals of thy Covenant, which lie before 
Thee upon this Table; and to all the Wants Weak- 
neſſes and Diſtreſſes, which Thou ſeeſt in my Heart. 


O Father, glority thy Son; O Son of Gov, bleſs Thou 


thine Ordinance, and ſend with it the Influence of that 
Spirit, whom Thou haſt promiſed to all Fleſh : That 


by the Help of theſe Mercies, the World, the Church 
and our Souls may glorify Thee now and ever. 


Szer. 
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S e r. VII. 
Concerning the Sacrifice of Ourſelves. 


pf XN ICIS ESTAS KITS 
Nee 


„ Too many who are call'd Chriſtians live as if 
under the Foy there. were no ſacrifice but 
:roſs. And indeed there is no 


that of Cux sr on the. 
other, that can atone for our Sins, or ſatisfy the Juſtice 
of Gon. The' the whole Church ſhould offer up her - 
ſelf as a Burnt Sacrifice to Gon, yet could ſhe contri- 


bute no more towards bearing away the Wrath to come, 
than "thoſe who ſtood near Curtis when he gave up 


the Ghoſt, did toward the darkening of the Sun, or 


the Shaking of the Barth. But what: is not neceſſary 
to this Sacrifice which alone redeem'd Mankind, 1s 


abſolutely. neceſſary. to our having a Share in that Re- 


demption. So that tho' the Sacrifice of ourſelves can» 
not procure Salvation, yet it is altogether needful to our 


tecei ing it. | 

2. As Aaron never came in before the Lozn, with 
out the whole People of ael, repreſented both by the 
12 Stones on his Breaſt, and by the two others on his 
Shoulders: So Jzsvs CHRIST does nothing without his 
Church; inſomuch that ſometimes they are repreſented 


as only one Perſon: Seeing Cnz1sT. acts and ſuffers 


for his Body, in that Manner which becomes the Head 
and the Church follows all-the Motions and Suffering: 
of her Head, in ſuch a Manner as is poſſible to its 
weak Members. 

The whole Divinity of St Paul turns upon this 
Conformity both Actions and Sufferings; and that of St. 


Jobn likewite, upon this ſame Communion or Fellowſhip, 


The Truth is, our Loxn had neither Birth, nor Death, 
nor Reſurrection on Earth, but ſuch as we are to 


conform to: As he hath neither Aſcenſion, nor Everlaſt- 
ing 
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beeauſe they caſt themſelves upon his Croſs and Suffer 
ings, as the only Means of Atonement for their Sins 


and Salvation for their Souls, becauſe of the Grief they 


ſuffer to think of the Son of God thus dying, dying 
only for their Sake, which is as a Sword both to pierce 
their Hearts, and to pierce and crucify their Sins; and 
becauſe their whole Body of Sin being thus cucified, there 
remainsno Life in them, but what is offered up to Gop's 
Service: On all theſeGrounds,theSaviour thus offering him 
ſelf, andthe Saved ſo united to him by Faith, ſo partaking of 


his Sufferings, and ſo given up to his Will, are accounted 


before Gop One and the Same Sacrifice. 

8. But be it obſerv'd, that in order to their being ſo 
accounted, they are to crucify their ſinful Members, as 
really as CHRIST himſelf had his ſinleſs Body crucified: 


So that each may ſay, Jam crucified to the World, and 


the World crucified to me. And thus Jesus Curi1sT and 
his whole Church do together make up that compleat 
Sacrifice, which was foreſhewn bythat of old, whereof, 
the Kidneys and Fat were burnt upon the Altar; but 
the Fleſh, the Skin, Feet and Dung (Emblems of Sin) 


were thrown and burnt without the Camp. For Cyr1sT_ 


and his Church ſo join in one Offering, that he contri- 
butes all that can go up into Heaven, to appeaſe and 
pleaſe Gop; and we contribute nothing but Sin, but 


what muſt be removed out of the Way Yea, and ſo 


that.it is needful farther, in order to our being accounted 
one Sacrifice with him, that not only our Perſons but 
all our Actions likewiſe, be wholly devoted to Gop. 1 
am crucified with CuRIST, Now I live not (faith the 
Chriſtian) 5% CHRIST liveth in ne. And the Life which 
I now live in the Fleſh, I live by Faith in the Son of 
GOD. | 

9. This Act of the Church conſecrating herſelf to 
Gop, and fo joined to CHRIST, as to make but One 
Oblation with him, is the Myſtery which was once re- 
preſented by the daily Sacrifice: the Firſt and Chief 
Part whereof was the Lamb, which did foreſhew the 
Lamb of Gop: the ſecond was the Meat (or 2 

CINE ba 
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. ing Life, no Glory in Heaven, but ſuch as we " 
6: in Ny” with him. 88 | a * 

* his Conformity to CRIST, which is the Grand 
Prineiple of the whole Chriſtian Religion, relates 2 
: to our Duty, about his Sfferingt; and then to our Hap. 
RH Pineſs about his Exaltation, preſuppoſing his Sy erings, 


And both make up a full Comment on our Loxy's ogy 

| frequent Command to his Diſciples, to follow Him. For Wine 

| without doubt we ſhallfollow himintoHleaven,ifwe follow M ©? ot 
him on Earth: And ſhall haveCommunion with himin Glory, I ** whit 

if we have Conformity with him here in bis Sufferings. reſen 

F Theſe Expreſſions to /o/low, to have Conformity Lust 

and to have Communion, oblige us all to follow him, as Smok 

much as in us lies, thro! all the Parts of his Life, and I Leith 

every Function of his Office. We muſt be born with I other: 

| him, die on bis Croſs, be buried in his Grave, ſuffer in I Pom 
| his Tribulations. CXs15T and Chriſtians muſt be con- "ce 
| tinually together: I here I am, ſaith he, there ſhall my Sacrif 
| Servant be. But of all theſe Duties, the moſt neceſlary WM e thi 
is, the bearing his Cre, and dying with him in bogetk 

Sacrifice. | 10. 

6. Cur18T never deſign'd to offer himſelf for his formit, 

more 


People, without his People; no more than the High 
Prieſts of old. He boy ee himſelf to Goo in this I I, le 
great 'Femple, the World, at the Head of whole Man- pal an 
ind. He came as a voluntary Victim to the Altar, W the 
e N on by his Mael, who, as it were, with bers n 
their Hands, laid all their Sins upon his Head. There- P ou 
fore, as it was neceſſary, that they who ſought for 
Atonement ſhould wait upon the Sacrifice ; ſo it 1s, that crihce 
whoſoever ſeeks Eternal Salvation, ſhould wait at that Diſcip 
Altar, the Croſs, whereon this eternal Prieſt and Sacri- Maſte 
fice, was pleas'd to offer up himſelf. | Head 
7. The Sinners indeed under the law did not die it for an 
the Altar the Victim alone being burn'd and deſtroyed. really 
But becauſe they laid their Hands on it when it wa: thoſe 
dying, and fell on their Faces to the Ground, when it their 8 
fell bleeding to Death, they were reputed to fer up il ©? by 
themſelves as well as the Victim. So Chriſtians are | 
not crucified in the ſame Manner as CuRISTH was, yet 
becauſe 


' otherwiſe than as theſe Additional 


% 
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Meal) and Drink-O ering, made of Flour, mingled with 


Oil and Wine; all which being thrown on tne Lamb 
continually, was accounted one and the ſame Sacrifice, 
Now theſe, which wereſothrown on the main Sacrifice, 
ſignified properly theſe Offerings, which Chriſtians muſt 
reſent to Gop of themſelves, their Goods and Praiſes. 
From this Meal and Drink-Offering come the Bread and 
Wine to be uſed at the Lox 0's Supper. Now all we 
can offer on our own Account, is but ſuch an Oblation, 
as this Meal and Drink-Offering was, which cannot be 
preſented alone, but only with the Merits of Ixsus 


CHRIST, and which cannot go to Heaven but with the 


Smoke of that Great Burnt Sacrifice. On the one Side, 
neither our Perſons nor Works can 8 to Gon, 


erings, Which of 
themſelves, fall to the Ground, unleſs the Great Sa- 


crifice ſuſtain them. And on the other Side, this great 


Sacrifice ſuſtains and ſanQtifies only thoſe Things, that 
are thrown into his Fire, hallowed upon his Altar, and 
together with him conſecrated to Goo. 

10. Now tho' we are call'd at all times to this Con- 
formity and Communion in the Sufferings of C RIS, yet 
more efpecially when we approach this Dreadful Myſte- 
ry, let us take a peculiar Care, that as both the Princi- 
pal and Additional Sacrifices went up towards Heaven 
in the ſame Flame, ſo Jesus Carts and all his Mem- 
bers may jointly appear before Gop, that we may offer 
up our Souls and Bodies, and at the ſame time, in the 
ſame Oblation. Let as take care to attend on this Sa- 
crikce in ſuch a Manner, 1. As may become faithfull 
Diſciples, who are reſolved to die for and with their 
Maſter. 2. As true Members that can not out- live their 
Head; and 3. As penitent Sinners, who cannot look 
for any Share in the Glory of their Saviour unleſs they 


really enter into the Communion of that Sacrifice and 
thoſe Sufferings which their Maſter, their Head and 


their Saviour has paſt thro', and which they are engag'd 
to by this very Sacrament, 
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11. To this Effect, the faithful Worſhiper, preſent. 


ing that Soul and Body, Which Gop hath given him, 
at the Altar, may ſay, | 

Lo, I come! if this Soul and Body may be uſeful to 
any Thing, to d thy Will, O Gop, And if it pleaſe 
thee to uſe the Power thou haſt oyer Duſt and Aſhes, 


over weak Fleſh and Blood, over a brittle Veſſel of 
Clay, over the Work of thine own Hands; lo, here 


they are, to ſuffer alſo thy good Pleaſure. If thou 
pleaſe to viſit me either with Pain or Diſhonour, I will 
bumlle m;ſelf under it, and thro' thy Grace, 'be cledient 
unto Death, even the Neath upon the Croſs Whatlocver 
may befall me eicher from: Neighbours or Strangers, 
fince it is Thou employeſt them, tho' they know it not 
(unleſs Thou help me to ſome lawful Means of redreſ. 
ſing the Wrong) I will not open my Mouth before ile 


_ Loxp, who ſmiteth me, except only to ſing the Pn 


after I have eaten thoſe bitter Herbs which belong to 
this Paſſover, and to bleſs the Lord, Hereafter no 
Man can take away any thing from me, no Liſe, no 
Honour, no Eſtate: Since I am ready to lay them 
down, as ſoon as I perceive thou requireſt them at 
my Hands. Nevertheleſs, O Father, if thou be il: 


ling remove, this Cup from ine; but if not, thy Will be done. 


Whatever Sufferings hereafter may trouble my Fleſh, 
or whatever, Agonies may trouble my Spirit, O Fa- 
ther, into thy Hand will J commend my Life, and all 
that concerneth it. And if thou be pleaſed, either 
that I live, yet a while, or not, I wil with my Sa- 
viour, bow down my Head, I will humble myſelf under 


thy Hand; I will give up all Thou art pleaſed to aſl, 
untill at laſt I give wp rhe Gt. 3 
12. O Gop and Father, beſtow on me ſuch a Mea- 


ſure of that Spirit, thro” which thy Son offered Himſelf as 


may ſanctify for ever the Body and Soul which I now 


offer; A Spirit of Contrition, that I may loath thoſe 
Sins which deliver'd My Gop to Death; and a Spirit 
of Holineſs, that I may never be tempted to. them 
again; any more than a crucified Man can be es 


TT TP 


o let this Body never be untied from his Croſs, to res 


turn afreſh to Folly and Vanity. Arm and Rod of the 


Lon p, who didſt revenge my Sins on ar own Son, 
correct and deſtroy them alſo in me O my Gop, accept 
of a Heart, that ſheds now before Thee its Tears, as a 
poor Victim does its Blood; and that raiſes up unto 
Thee all its Deſires, as a Burnt Offering does its 
Flames, And fince my Sacrifice can neither be holy 
nor accepted, being alone, receive it, O Father, cloath- 
ed with the Righteouſneſs of thy Son, and made ac- 
ceptable with that Holy Perfume which riſes from off 
his Altar: And grant that he who ſanctifies and they 
who are ſanctified, may partake of One Paſſion, and 
enjoy with Thee the ſame Glory! ! | 


h d dr 8 b för b 


„„ 
5 Concerning the Sacrifice of our Goods. 


TT is an expreſs Command of Gon by Moſes, That 


no Worſhipper. ſhould appear before the Lox D emp- 
ty. Nor is this repealed- by CHRIS H. Sincere Chriſ- 
tians therefore, at the receiving of the Holy Commu- 
nion, ſhould together with the Actual Sacrifice of them- 
ſelves, bring the) Freewill-Offering of their Goods. In- 
deed this as naturally follows the former, as the Fruits 


and Leaves follow the Tree and as what we have or can 
comes after what we are. Otherwiſe, our Sacrifice were 


maim'd, and would not ſuit with that of CuyrisT, 
which was whole and intire. Therefore, as our Bodies 
and Souls are Sacrificesattending the Sacrifice of CHRIS, 
ſo muſt all our Goods attend the Sacrifice of our Per- 
ſons, In a Word, whenſoever we offer Curſelves, we 
offer by the ſelf fame Act, all that we have, all that we 
can, and do therein engage for all, that it ſhall be dedi- 

C = cated 
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. 
gated to the Glory of Gov, and that it ſhall be ſurren. 
der'd into his Hands, and employed for ſuch Uſes as 


he ſhall appoint. 


2. It behoved aefto go forth out of Eh with all 


their Cattle and Goods, to offer them unto the Lond, 
that he might take either All, or ſuch à Part, as he 
would be pleaſed to chuſe. And ſo it behoves every 
Sinner at his Converſion to Gop, and whenever he ap. 
proaches his Table, to conſecrate all he has to IEsUs 


CurisT, From that very Moment that we give up 


ourſelves to ChRIS7, who hath likewiſe given himſelf for 
us, as all he poſſeſſes becomes ours, namely, his Grace, 
his Immortality, his Glory, (which he beſtows upon 
us at the times he ſees beſt for our Salvation) fo all we 
have becomes his, and he may take it after, in what 
Time and Manner he ſhall ſee beſt for his Glory. All 
Things are his, as he is Sovereign Lorp and Gop. But 


all that we have is his by a farther Title, becauſe we 


have given them, with our own Perſons, by our own 


Act and Deed. So that all which we are, which we 


can give, even to the leaſt Veſſel in our Houſes, is made 
Holy in this one Conſecration, according to the Words 
of the Prophet: In that Day ſhall be upon the very Bridles 
of the Horſes, Holineſs unto the Lox D. And every Pot in 
jeruſalem and Judah, fall be holy unto the LorD. Zeh, 
xiv. 20, 21. | 488 91 | 

2. This Conſecration whereby the Worſhipper offers 
up himſelf, and all his Concerns to Gop, 1s. firſt, As 
to our Souls and Bodies an inexpreſſible Bleſſing, raiſ- 
ing us to the very Nature, the Holineſs and Immorta- 


lity of Gon. Secondly, as to the Conſecrated Things, 


it is a miraculous Priviledge, which infinitely multi- 
plies whatever is thus parted with. It bleſſes the Uſe 
of it, altho' it be but preſented, as long as we can 
enjoy it: And exchange it, when we can enjoy it no 
more, not as if Water was 'turn'd into Wine, or 
Dirt into Gold; but as if we conceive a Glaſs of 
Water turn'd into Streams of everlaſting en 
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Small Cottages of Clay into Royal Palaces, or the 
Duſt of Mael into ſo many Stars of Heaven. | 
4. Now tho' our Loxp, by that everlaſting Sacri- 
fice of himſelf; offers himſelf at all Times and in all Pla- 
ces, as welikewiſe offer ourſelves and all that is ours, to 
be a continual Sacrifice: Vet becauſe CHRIST offers- 
himſelf for us at the Holy Communion, in a peculiar 
manner; we alſo ſhould then, in a more ſpecial man- 
ner, renew all our Sacrifices. 'Then and there at the 
Altar of Gov, it is right, both to repeat all the Vows 
and Promiſes, which for ſome Hinderance or other 
we had not yet the Convenience to fulfill; and to renew 
all thoſe other Performances, which can never be 
fulfill'd, but with the End of our Days. | 
5. But at the ſame time that the Chriſtian Believer 
does any good Work, let him draw out of the Good 
Meaſure of his Heart, Fire and Frankinſence, that is, 
ſuch Zeal and Love as may raiſe Good, Moral Works 
into Religious Sacrifices. Whenever he helps his Neigh- 
bour, let him {o reverently and fervently lift up his 
Heart to Gop, as may become both that Majeſty he 
adores, and the pious Act which he intends. And 
then whenever he doth it at his Door, orin the Way, 
or in the Temple, it matters not; for the Hour is long 
ſince come, that Acts of Religion are not confined ei- 
ther to Jeruſalem or to this Mountain. Whereſoever thou 
haſt the Occaſion of doing a holy Work, there Gop 
makes Holy Ground for Thee: Only, in order to become 
a Spiritual Worſhipper, the Work muſt be done ix Spirit 
and in Truth: With ſuch a Mind and Thought, with 
ſuch Faith and Love, as tho' thou wert laying thy O6- 
lation upon the Altar, where thou knoweſt that CHRIS 
will both effectually find, and graciouſly accept it. | 
6. I dare appear before the Lok b, with all my Sins 
and my Sorrows, It 1s juſt alſo that I ſhould appear 
with theſe few Bleſſings, Having receiv'd them of thy 
Hand, now do I offer them to Thee again. Forgive, 
[ beſeech Thee, my Sins deliver me from my bonus, 
| Spas 
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and accept of this my Sacrifice: Or rather look in my 
Behalf on that only. True Sacrifice, whereof here iz 
the Sacrament. ;. the Sacrifice. of thy. well-beloved Son, 
proceeding from Thee, to die for me. O let Him 
come unto me now, as the only-begotten of the Father, 


full of Grace and Truth! 
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